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December 23, 1971 ,a 
TUNISIAN SECURITY FEARS '$ .. 

I 
I n  r e c e n t l y  request ing  s e c u r i t y  equipment from the  IJS, Tun is ian  0 

a u t h o r i t i e s  claimed they faced growirry i n t e r n a l  and ex te rna l  t h rea ts  . i n  b 
which A l g e r i a  and Libya f i g u r e  prominent ly .  These a1 l e q a t i  ons appear 

exaqqerated . 

I n t e r n a l  T l i reat  Probably Minimal. Tun is ia  has long been considered - 
a model of s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  T h i r d  World. Since 1955 ser ious i n t e r n a l  

t h r e a t s  have a r i sen  on l y  tw ice :  du r ing  the  pre-independence pe r iod  P 
(1955-1 956) when n a t i o n a l i s t  leader  Salah Ben Youssef declared arnied p 
i n s u r r e c t i o n  aga ins t  h i s  former a1 l y ,  Habib Bourgui ba; and la te r ,  i n  1962, 9, 

eu 
when a  group o f  d i s g r u n t l e d  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  and c i v i l i a n s  p l o t t e d  t o  q, 
assassinate President  Bourguiba. I n  bo th  cases the  government squelched ! 
the t h r e a t s  wit19 a  minimum o f  d i s r u p t i o n .  

Today a  ser ious  t h r e a t  from w i t h i n  i s  probably remote, desp i te  the  . , 

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  few p l o t t e r s  i n  e x i l e .  Ib rah im Tobal, f o rmer -sec re ta ry  t o  

Salah Ben Youssef, i s  the  most no tab le  o f  these. Tobal has found asylum i n  * 
A l g i e r s ,  where he has c o l l e c t e d  an A lge r ian  government subsidy i n  ex- 76 

change f o r  per forming va r ied  tasks f o r  Sonatrach, the  A lge r ian  na t i ona l  Q Q* 
P. ETb 

o i l  and gas company. He may be considered the  leader  o f  what remains o f  
I 

Bsn 9 
Po - the Youssefist oppos i t ion ,  a1 though h i s  several  years ou ts ide  the  count ry  J4 
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have probably weakened h i s  l i n k s  w i t h  the  i n t e r i o r .  

Another d i s s i d e n t  group cons i s t s  of Baath is ts .  Amor Sehimi, former 

B Paris-based c h i e f  o f  the  Tun is ian  Baath is ts ,  was assassinated i n  B e i r u t  

on October 7, 1971, apparent ly  on h i s  way t o  Baghdad. A disagreement 
k ... 

w i t n  h i s  I r a q i  sponsors, repo r ted l y  over  f inances, had l e d  t o  an open 

break. Sehimi i s  a l s o  known t o  have had some contac ts  w i t h  South Yenieni 

o f f i c i a l s  and Libyans. Sehimi ' s  major  contac t  w i t h i n  Tun is ia  was s a i d  

t o  he Mohamed Messaoud Chabi , a former l e f t i s t  s tudent  who v i s i t e d  the  

US i n  1964. The leadersh ip  o f  the  ex terna l  B a a t h i s t  o rgan iza t i on  

apparent ly  has f a l l e n  on Abdessatar Aleya e l  K e f f i ,  a  former Tun is ian  

student  i n  I r a q  and I r a n  now r e s i d i n g  i n  Par is .  What l i t t l e  i s  known o f  

t he  i n t e r n a l  Youssef is t  and Baath i  s t  o rgan iza t ions  i n d i c a t e s  they possess 

1 -ilni ted, i f  any, means f o r  e f f e c t i  ve subversion. 

The Tun1 s i  an m i  1  i t a r y  es tab l  i shment has been a l ~ i i o s t  completely 

a p o l i t i c a l  i n  the  pas t .  While t he re  may be a t r e n d  away from t h i s ,  we 

have seen no i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  subversive p l o t t i n g .  We know very l i t t l e  

about t he  cu r ren t  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  Tunis ian ~ n i  1 i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  younger ones. Given the  present  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a post-  

Eourguiba era and the  propens i ty  o f  A f r i c a n  and Arab armies t o  assume 

leadersh ip  i n  t imes o f  s t ress ,  however, f u t u r e  involvement by the  Tunis ian 

mi 1 i t a r y  should n o t  be completely discounted. 

Tun is ian  students have been r e l a t i v e l y  troublesome, bu t  t hey  remain 

d i v i d e d  over  a wide spectrum o f  ideo log ies ,  ranging from Arab na t i ona l  ism 
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t o  Maoism, and have been largely  neutral ized by a sub t le  combination of 

qovernment repression and response. Tunisian students in France, while 

susceptible t o  the radical  ideologies of the French l e f t ,  have not 

demonstrated the means t o  become a t h r ea t  t o  the  regime. 

The strong showing of the l ibe ra l  fact ion of the ruling 3estourian 

Soci a1 i s t  Party durinq the recent Eiqhth Party Congress brought in to  the 

open a challenge t o  the  conservative and personalized ru le  of 

President Bourquiba. This challenqe, coming a t  a crucial  phase of 

t rans i t ion  t o  the post-eourguiba e r a ,  may wcl? i?erald tile end of con- 

sensus pol i t i c s  , ::i~ic!i since indep~nclcoc,. hds ~ f l ~ ~ ! i i  rjreat. rr:si 1 iency i n  

acco~lmodating dissent  within the  Party. Tl~c; prescnt calm fo l l  owing the 

Conqress shous , Itowever, t h a t  the system s t i  11 has f l ex i  bi 1 i t y  . 
;711gerian-Tuni - sian Ke1 a t ions  Warming. I./lutual d i s t r u s t  between 

klqer ia  and Tunisia, exacerbated by a border dispute i n  the oi l - r ich  

El Borma a rea ,  has progressively evaporated since ea r ly  1969. The two 

governments signed a t r ea ty  of fr iendship i n  January 1970, and agreed t o  

a border s e t t l e ~ e n t  t h a t  put b i l a t e r a l  re la t ions  on a new and posit ive 

footing.  The removal of major points of contention and Algeria 's  pre- 

occupaLi on w i t h  internal  economic devel op~nent have tended t o  aid th is  

trend.  President Bourgui ba , who ha5 tin outstanding inv i ta t ion  t o  v i  s i t  

P,lgeria, recently praised closerling .Ilgerian-Tuni sian re la t ions .  The 

Tunisian Foreign " l in is ter  i s  about t o  v i s i t  Algiers. 
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W i ~ i  l e  Tunis ian d i ss iden t  Tobal s t i  11 res ides i n  A lg ie rs ,  the  

A lger ian  governnlent has r e c e n t l y  accused him o f  working f o r  Egypt and 

deprived him o f  h i s  subsidy. The Turlisians ha rd l y  have grounds f o r  

p r o t e s t  about Tobal , since they have a1 lowed Tahar Z i  b i r i  , the arch- 

enemy o f  A lge r ian  President Houari Boumediene, t o  l i v e  i n  Tunis s ince 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Z i  h i  r i  ' s a b o r t i v e  coup attempt i n  December 1  !?67. 

~ 6 t e n t e  Continues i n  L i  byan-Tunisian Relat ions.  Relat ions between -- --- 

Libya and Tun is ia  have sradual l v  improved, a1 b e i t  unevenly, si'nce the  

low p o i n t  f o l l o w i n g  the  successful coup of September 1963 i n  Lib.va. A 

1  i nger i  ng undercurrent o f  mutual suspic ion rersai ns , nevertheless, a1 - 

though Prirne L l i n i s t e r  Muarnmar Qadhafi  made a  good impression on h i s  

Tunis ian hosts when he v i s i t e d  i n  Fehruar-y 1971. Economic r e l a t i o n s  

a l s o  have improved considerably, and the  two count r ies  have g iven each 

o the r  some d ip lomat ic  support. On the  o ther  hand, L ibva ' s  qu ick  o f f e r  

o f  he lp  t o  the  Floroccan o f f i c e r s  who t r i e d  t o  r e v o l t  i n  J u l y  1971 i n -  

d ica ted t o  the  Tunisians t h a t  they too  might  become the t a r g e t  o f  a  

Libyan i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  po l  i c y  . Ac t i ve  Libyan support f o r  i nsurgents i n  

E r i  t rea  and i n  Chad, and f o r  t he  Pa les t ine  fedaveen and the Libyan moves i n  

support o f  Sudanese President Jaafar N imai r i  dur ing  h i s  counter- coup i n  

July, have l e n t  some credence t o  t h i s  fear .  

L ibya qave Tunis ian e x i l e  Tobal some f i n a n c i a l  a i d  before he 

supposedly f e l l  from favor w i t h  Qadhafi ,  and some u n i d e n t i f i e d  Tunis ian 

d i ss iden ts  are  s a i d  t o  be l i v i n g  i n  T r i p o l i .  I n  add i t i on ,  the  Libyans 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



- 
E.O. usB8.8eo. 3.4 

probably f e a r  the  poss ib le  use o f  Tunis ian t e r r i t o r y  by c e r t a i n  Libyan 

e x i l e s  a c t i v e l y  p l o t t i n g  aga ins t  them. 

Despite mutual susp ic ion  and a c e r t a i n  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u t u r e  t r o u b l e  

over problenis l i k e  an undefined sea f r o n t i e r  i n  t h e  area o f  a recent  

o i l  discovery, both Tun is ian  and Libyan leadersh ip  seem t o  des i re  t o  keep 

r e l a t i o n s  on an even kee l .  

r -  - 
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